AP Government Summer Assignment

1. Read the following excerpts from the Federalist papers and answer the following questions.

Federatist Paper 10 - James Madison

Among the numerous advantages promised by a well con
desarves o be more accuraiely qném\ommq than fts ienden
viclence of faction... By a faction, | undersiand a number of cilizens,
amounting to & majorily or a mincrity of the whole, who are united and ac
some common impulse of passion, or of interes!, adverse lo the righis of D:.i cilizens,
or io the permanent and aggregate interests of the community... The causes of faction
cannot be removed, and that relisf is only to be sought in the means of QDRSS@ its
effects... If a faction consists of less than a majority, relisf is supplied by the republican
principle, which enables the majority to defeal its sinisier views by regular vote... A
pure democracy, by which | inean a saciety consisting of a srall number of cilizens,
who assemble and adminisier the government in person, can admit of no cure for the
mischiefs of faciion... The influence of factious leaders may kindle a flame within their
S:,.. cular Slates, US will be unable io spread a general conflagration through the other
Siates.

1. What did Madison mean by factions? Are tactions ine e? What would we call &

faction teday?

2. Explain how Madison believed a large republic would protect its citizens from
factions better than a small democracy.

Are Madison’s views on our federal government conirolling factions true
/7

Egm« Why or why not.
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Read Federalist #70 and answer the following questions

1. What benefits does a strong presidency provide to a representative democracy?
2. Why does a weak executive create a bad government?

3. What are four ingredients of an energetic executive?

4. What, according to Hamilton, is the most necessary quality for a president?

5. What are characteristics of the legislative branch?

6. How do human weaknesses complicate decision-making, according to Hamilton?
7. What problems might arise if the presidency were split between two people?

8. Why is disagreement within the legislative branch beneficial, while in the executive branch it is
detrimental?



